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Typographus Lectori. 


UM Paraphraſeos hujus forte manus in 

meas exemplar eſſet delatum, tdque eru- 
a, ditis quibuſdam iris non uf quequagque 
dſpliceret, haud abs re noſtra alienum fore viſum 
eſt, ſr in Anglict exemplaris Faitione bac alter}, 
exterorum in gratiam, cum lo pariter typis man- 
daretur. Te vero, Lettor amice, ji bene quid 
de te merut, deprecatorem apud iluſtriſſumum Au- 
thorem adjciſco, ut auſum hoc £quo animo, & be- 
nigniorem in partem pro bumanttate ſua dignetur 
interpretart. 


ERRAT 4 


2 ra lin.1. dele , lin. 12. poſt que del. ad. p. 4. verl. 2. pot ſupe/lex del. ? ps. v.29. 

pro occurſent lege mcurſent. p.1o. v.$. pro lenzta eft, leg. lenttur. p.12 v.5. pro E/egr4 
leg Elegera. v.21. pro ſed, leg. /in, p. 14- nanus & decimus verſus communi charactere. 
Þ 14. lin. ult. pro indignans, lep. indignum | & pro nec 14m remini C:tur a'as : leg. Ceieres 
neque commovet alas. . 32. lin. 19. poit pic lege oper &, pro operum. p. 24.v. 11, pro hu” 
inde inſpergat, lege inſpergat parcur. 


TENTAMEN 


— a 


TENTAMEN 


ARTE POETICA, 


AUTHORE 


Comite de MULGRAVE, 
Regis nuper Jacosi ll. 


Hoſpitii Regii Camerario magno, a Secretioribus 
Conllliis, &c. 


pm ———_—_— ——_— 
4 


bo — 


E XX 
Anplico Latin? Redditum, per J. N. A.M. 


— OC" A IE. 


oo —————__—— ww _ = 
. a1. won Sina | 


TENTAMEN 
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\ 
ARTE POETICA. 
Neer opes varias queis mens, humana ſuperbit, 
Fert primam recte ſcribendi gloria»palman : 
Nec genus eſt ullum, cen fructum, froe laborem 
9 pectes, ( laus mana, at magno molimine conftat, ) 
Conferri ex minima quod poſſit parte Poel1 | 
Tautum extat, grefluque artes ſupereminet omncs.* 
: C Sed procul a me fit furor impins te, profano 
q Scitptorum ut vulgo, pede ft quis claydere certo 
' & ſ1£1:495 pojjit, rinnituque mmpleat aures 
Parbarico, facri dem nominus bujus bonarem, 
Noun os jus juſta calefachi parte cerebri 
2 4d ſup cat, Tan que ad fulguris mſtar 
4 e <FiNC:TGUC oculos, medioque extinguitur i&u, 
{1.41.44 VCTUS GI2Gr, AC SOA NHL Sol 
FtrmumM nuet, ac proprio fulvore coruſcat ; 
y | Pate TuEUUn Cdit capict inte nubila, victor 


C Contints 


POETRY. 


4 Nature's chiet Maſter-piece is Writing well ; 


And of all forts of Writing none there are 

That can the leaſt with Poetry compare : 
| 

No kind of Work requires ſo nice a touch, 
And if well fini/h'd, nothing ſhines ſo much ; 
But Heav'n forbid we ſhould be fo profane, 
To grace the Vulgar with that lacred Name 
'Tis not a flaſh of Fancy which fomertimes 
Daziing our Minds, ſets off the {lightelt Riunes ; 
Bright as a Blaze, but in a moment done 
True Wit is everlaſtig, like the Sun ; 
Which tho ſornetimes behind a Cloud retur'd, 


Breaks out again, and is by all admir'd, 
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Contuug erwpit, mare, tellus, #thera rident, 


):4 mibi verborum, aut rerum quogue [4uta ſupellex ? 
# k TT 17 , J Oo | Oy V F 

9.5 metrum, dulcique fluentes agmima ve ſu 

Jurior tener as uti ne vox raderet arres * 


EI 


( Sant vulgi, nec abeſſe ſeram, aut preſentia laudo ) 


1 


S, Genius deſit, ſi non mfuſa per artus 

Mens avitet molem, > ſe corpore miſceat, ingens 

Nature ſequitur cen nutum machina Mundt ? 

Entlicus ule calor percurrit ſogula, terbis 

Nfayor, & ingentic [ub!imior, & Genirorem 

Coicktem referens, oculis impervius ipſe 

C:1157.4 2perit, pingitque omnes, neque pingitur ulli, 
Azmpha poten, ominum requies, divtque voluptas, 

us kabitas ſedes ? cerebri num credere {us eſt 

.nuutto hoſpites tantum ſe includere Numen 


(). » 4,1 Thy,atAayyy | , 
£297 proterva fugis, wmltium aſpernata vocantem 


# ® 


Cicn te d1frtdem, | duramque per otia ploro ? 


© SD. . A ; 
F rivet # To * c } F 

6.9 FLLS 7 IC Opmantem qua lege reviſes, 
int entrmgue allo, non dextro tempore coris 


f! juga ? tron pendent opera interrupts, diei 


[..;5uent othcia, & ſpernuntur gaudia noctis. 
92.4119 jam — ſedicnis ades, cohibeque furorem : 
Ju.larm ſme natura torpetque, jacetque 


Fc ſos judicio tantinn jt ſpecioſa phrenciis. 


| Tudicio 


E411 
Number, and Rhime, and that harmonious Sound, 
Which never does the Ear with Harſhneſs wound, 
Are neceſſary, yet but vulgar Arts, 
For all in vain theſe ſuperficial parts 
Contribute to the Structure of the vchole 
Without a Genius too, for that's the Soul ; 
A Spirit which inſpires the Work chroughour, 
As that of Nature moves the World about ; 
A Heat which glows in every word that's writ, 
Tis ſomething of Divine, and more than IWit ; 
It ſelt unſeen, yer all things by it ſhown, 
Deſcribing all Men, bur deſcribd by none. 
Where doſt thou dwell > What Caverns of the Brain 
Can ſuch a vaſt, and mighty thing, contain 2 
When I, ar idle hours, in vain thy ablence mourn, 
O where doſt thou retire? and why doſt thou return , 
Sometimes with powertul Charms to hurry me away 
From Pleaſures of the Night , and Buſineſs of the Day ? 
Evn now too far rranlported, I am fain 
To check thy Courle, and ule the needful Rein. 
Asall is Dullneſs, when the Fancy bad, 
So without Judement, Fancy is but mad ; 
And Judgment has a boundleſs Influence, 


Not only in the choice of Words or Sence, 


CC Zur 
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Judicio acri opts oft, partes quod ſe addit in omnes, 
0:19.1 mores hommun, quod res, quod temperat orbem, 
Nedum ut ſeribendi teaut in ratione gubernet. 

Pluma welt calami, woo arundinss, illa volatum 


Fic cordi arrepit, Mentls r.499 occnpat arcent. 
In varias hic ut deſcribam carmina claſſes, 

® (117 WOWCrES, Pecuoits gue {uis, captt exioitt or do. 
Sd onis enim favs wt hoc decurrere campo 

Per gum marans equds. | Venufint flexit z/umnys ? 
fits auſpicits ſcandas Helicona Twrentem, 

Irſiruit exemplo qui vatum, moribus ornat, 

Leibus canndat : mendax antator, ut Fcho, 
id inft verborum formas manco ordive reddit? 
Solve eft, fateor, ſenioum ſcripta profana 
Compilare man, | fic vaſa argentea ſervi 

Cum furto abſtulerint permutant 11gna, notatque , 
Progue luis jattant ] fed quis fibi cu pudor ac frons 
7.my muleris opibus tam mſj211 frande placeret : 
c jure & Sophoclem totum fubt vindicet Hor, 
* Qcaipodem ſi tu tranſcripſeris Autor haberis , 
Ouants is qui memort recttavit mente Theatrs * 
Verum aliquos liquit Tindemia plena racemos, 

Fas ettam nobts acquiere pauca, rehxit 
| Deſuetudo aliquas, tempus, nova crimia, leves 
Procudere novas : ſic rerum poſtulat nſus. 

Quid frurto hic Satyram, cui tot patrimonia paſcas ? 
Crum w1x ulla malis fit terra feracior herbis ? 

uot nec Nilus alit cum occur ſent undique monſtra : 
Sed neque, plebs varum, <obis permitto timere, 
Nec vacat, aut Satyra eft morientes fioere mulcas : 


Deſtmat his operam, qui aliqua virtute merentur, 


In melins fled dociles, monitqribus £qui, 


Carminibus 


E*1 


Bur on the World, on Mawers, and on Men; 

Fancy is bur the Feather of the Pen ; 

Reaſon is that ſubſtantial uſetul part, 

Which gains the Head, while tother wins the Heart. 
Here I ſhould allthe various forts of Vetle, 

And the whole Art of Poetry rehearſe, 

Bur who that Task can after Horace do > 

The beſt of Maſters, and Examples too! 

Ecchoes at beſt, all we can ſay is vain, 

Dull the Deſign, and fruitleſs were the pain ; 

Tis true, the Auctents we may rob with eaſe, 

But who with that ſad ſhift himlelf can pleaſe, 

Without an Afor's pride 2 A Player's Art 

Is above his, who writes a borrowed part, 

Yet modern Laws are made for later Faults, 

And new Abſurdities inſpire new Thoughts ; 

Whatneed has Satyy then to live on, Theft 

When fo much freſh occation ſtill is leir ? 

Fertile our Soil, and full of rankelt Weeds, 

And Monſters, worle than ever Nilus, breeds ; 

But hold, the Fools ſhall have no cauſe to fear, - 

Tis Wit and Senſe that is the Subject here. 

Detects of witty Men deſerve a Cure, 


And thoſe who are ſo, will ev'n this endure. 


Firſt 
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Carminbus primum fervent hic ona, raudet 
Carmine quufque ſt Crilpinus, Apolline uullo, 
NC mmora, ec reguirs, Cuicungue oft obwins ufquam, 
Inotum miſtemye petens, diſcrimme nulis, 

7 fe oclut ſtricto wicummmr, ime auribus inſert; 
[uy multss brevitas, ſpecieique mducit kadxtes, 
Vorum alins labor expertis, ac fronte vidttr, 


" 


Nec renerum mats oi genus, ant operolius ua. 
NJa11tgue v1 cum filo Temmas lo179 or dine Nec, 
{Dill armullas, teretive monilia collo ) 

Mcundoizs numerns tegit, ac Tia ; fiat 

Anus, oc unam 4 cnles, nubecula qUATTS 

\ pparct, Titinmque ocults ſubjeccia {atetur ; 

Sic miſt cvich a nitent in carmine, ſord:t ; haben. 
Perboru eſt ratio, ut nc arceſiita, tociſque 

Mora, Murs propria, T1;14 ummodyulata, trahancur. 
Dicco fit facts, ſubloms carmine lenſus, 

Hr ricque lerpat bums ſtylus, aut mens unbila captec. 
Cn ſonſum cum verba poliverts, altera cura ef? 

[{t lateat labor, & calus ferat artis honorern : 

Tale unum oftendas, & Phyllida folus habeto, 
Precpue, G& partes hac regula ſpectat in ones, 
Faxda procul tugias, oblconaque nomina ; ſcyrra 
[1791109 defectus ad hoc decurrit aſylum. 


AD.) Fe / SG 
Poll ingenuon fic Vates 1.obile, lerus 


(Nu {aputt, morizns ſic [purca Olumina flevi, 


(plus vt credam cenfſura innoſcere Manes. 
Non quod trewtn blando infinuat; woluptas 


Diſpliceat fenibus, moveat faſtidia caſtis: 


Verum 


[91 
Firſt then of SoxnGs , which now fo much abound, Songe, 
Vichout his Song no Fop is to be found, 
A moſt offenſive Weapon which he draws 
On all he meets againlt Apollo's Laws: 
Tho nothing ſeems more eaſie, yet no part 
Of Poetry requires a nicer Art; 
For a5 in rows of richeſt Pearl there lies 
Many a Blemiſh char eſcapes our Eyes, 
The leaſt of which Defes is plainly ſhewn 
In ſome ſmall Ring, and brings the value down; 
So Smgs ſhould be to juſt Perfeion wrought ; 


Yer where can we ſee one without a fault ; 


Exact Propriety of Words and Thought ? 

Expreſſion eaſte, and the Fancy high, 

Yet that not ſeem to creep, nor this to fly ; 

No Words tranſpos'd, but in ſuch order all, 

As, tho hard wrought, may ſeem by chance to fall. 
Here, as in all things elſe, is moſt untic 

Bare Ribaldry, that poor Pretence to Wit; 

Such nauſeous Songs by a late Author made 

Call an unwilling Cenſure on his Shade. 

Not that warm Thoughts of the tranſporting Joy, 
Can ſhock the chaſteſt, or the niceſt cloy ; 


D. :ng.1 2 


a0] 


V.rm inmmundities, tata eſt inſcitia, captis 
riete” 

Officic ip/a luis , congeſtum vt inutile lionum 

Oo7rum me ptas cumulato fomitc flammas, 
Inſurnmt 9 yaviore tons gravioribus apts 

Materirs Elegus, virtutis par:t hangres, 

Ingen, tormax decus ; LH ulatia lirtus 

Exinua, hen! ſpretos quoties deflevit Amores 

Neqricquam, nam qu lemta eft famma werſ: 2 

Moni ts 110ps ſtoledos, Varios mutabults pſa, 

Abſurdos ſme corde ſozos, fore mente figuras, 

(Tet) Vis haud Styg11s peſts Capur extulit tundis ) 

Uitro ambit mulier, multer le agnolcit m ils, 

Sed mins meritts lauds eft cenſura nocentum, 

Arrazat C7 pretinm vilts pl: becula paucls : 

Vn fave invenia, Jute vatem cernt Incpto 

teri illam Eleous donabit oratus bonore, 

Cedet I.aura loco, dedifert fama Connnam. 

Sed qus tranſeerſum, mc Nunc fer devia raptas 

Improbe Amir ? ſme me ſpatiis deciirvere* cnptis, 

Non equidem in COMOPe hoe vel vinn-v#l verha req, 

Noſtratun bac lays oft, fed adbuc majorg caremus 

Flimmeos quangquen vinces. dulceding TRROY 

Et proprios habeant Il &lticha cunfla lepores, 

( Cyaiia plgra, bez peritura , per ora feruntur). 

9: junCtura weft; junft /i par ribus ordo, t 

Aitior it ſenſim, ni copula queque priori, 


He qui fallenti ſcandit »Hridariq clivo, 


Se 


ERP 
Put obſcene Words, too groſs to move Defire, 

{ike Heaps of Fewel do but choak the Fire. 

On other Themes he well deſerves our Praiſe, 

Bur palls that \pperite he meant to raile, 

Next, ELeGy , of ſweet, but ſolemn Voice, 

And of a Subjeet grave exacts the Choice, 

The Praile oi Beauty, Valor, Wit contains, 

And there too oft delpairing Love complains : 

[In vain alas, tor who by Wi is moved , 

That Phanix-ſhe delerves to be beloved ; 

But noify No! aſenſe, and fuch Fops as vex 

Mankind, take molt with that fantaſtick Sex, 

This to the Praiſe of thoſe who better knew ; 
The Many raiſe the Value of the Few. 

Bur here, as all our Sex too oft have try'd, 

Women have drawn my wandring Thoughts aſide. 
Their greateſt Fault who in this kind have writ, 
[5 not Defect in Words, nor want of Wit; 

zur ſhould this Muſe harmonious Number yield, 

*nd every Coupler be with Fancy fill d, 

[t yet a juſt Coherence be not made | 

Between each Thought, and the whole Madet Laid 
S0 r19ht, that every fre may lghs! oi rile, 


Like ooodly Mountains ill they ch the Skies; 


Elegy. 


wa. Aa dts adi. 


Trifles 


[nz } 
Nuenti in plano ſomilis, ſunwl ardua ventum eſt 
Proſpectum attonto circumſpicit ore, ſtupetque 
Ialcius ad tantum ſe perveniſſe cacumen. 
Hy Fpigramma woces, des nomen quodlibet Us. 
Wal or a Non ſt artis opus, non eſt Elegia, quall 
; n £ wr Flexiſti rigtdum, * vates drome, tyrannum : 
By —_ « Infenſes || alius proceres, Regemgque ſupcrbum 
gh , - Co/iculo in celebri manſura in fadera traxIt. 
0 Ht Bellator equus ſonitum ſimul arma dedere 
no Flic proſuitat, & bzc, micat auribus, <> tremit arts, 
Pda Tpſum equitem terret tanquam excuſſurus m anras, 
Pindarica attoutum fic verſant ocftra Poetam : 
Is turor eſt Muſe cum implevit mentem anunumque: 
* Geiics A-mmulus hic veterton * novus omnia punfta tuliſſet, 


19 - || Pindarici fontis qui non expalluit hauſtus; 


144m Puts 
3 Ours Cou- * = A 
Ie J1 10n vulgari purcuſſa, heu | verba moneta 


Detraherent pretium manſur.e m ſecula wen. 
Inſanire quidem licet hoc in carmine, vertm 
Inſanire decet certa ratione, mod0que. 
Vehementes ſenſus, liquido ſed flumine verba 
Lucida procurrant ; ſed hac m parte ſeverys 
Exattor widear, natura conſtat, © aulu 
Hoc opus, igenium campo dominatur aperto ; 


{-t data Pindaricz, ſumma indulgentia Muſe. 


Ai Crum neque mos, neque lex, torva aut lapicntia profit, 


7 ut. d ; ; 
Labenti in pejus Satyra ſuccurritur orbi : | 


L 23.1 
Trifles like ſuch perhaps of late have paſt, 
And may be lik'd awhile, but never laſt ; 
'Tis Epigram, 'tis Point, tis what you will, 
But not an Elezy, nor Writ with Skill,' 
No * Panezyrick, nor a || Coopers» FÞll. * WFaller's. 


!| Denham's, 


A higher Flight, and of a happier Force 
Arc  Oves, the Mules moſt unruly Horle , oO Aindarick 
That bounds ſo fierce, the Rider has no reſt; 
But foams at mouth, and moves like one poſſe/t. 
The Poet here mult be indeed inſpired, 


Witch Fury too, as well as Fancy fired. 
Copley might boaſt ro have performed this part, 


| Had he with Nature joyn'd the Rules of Art ; 
But 11] Expreſſion gives ſometuncs Allay 


To that rich Fancy, which can ne'er decay : 
Tho all appear in Heat and Fury done, 
The Language ſtill muſt ſoft and eafre run. 
Theſe Laws may feem a little too ſevere, 
Bur Judzment yields, and Fancy governs there ; 
\ hich, tho extravagant, this Mule allows, 
And makes the Work much eaſter than it ſhews. 
Of all the Ways thar wiſeſt Men could find Satyr, 


To mend the Age, and mortifie Mankind, 


E SATYA 


A 


t 


& 


Pocta Anpluis, 
11 Satyra fict- 


» In SJQty;a 


ve; horum 5: 
PUNICNGIU1 

. ; 1 
tl) 11aÞc5;,G4. 


Petron:us. 


eleboerrimius 


le [: I1}COPS. 


Els uſps. THe Olim || Felix alieno vulnere, cundem 


Ctus. vulera- 
tus, & laud.- 

ells Oh Poem 
YAtYLiICUm Cu» 
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Hee docet exemplis animos, dum peFtora mulcet, 


Venam aperit ridens, &* grato vuinere ſanat. 
Ditta prius non hic repetendum tollere paucos 
Contentis ſolum dilefto e corpore Nevos « 

X Huic non eloquium, non lefta vocabula cure, 
Materiam rigidam parili ſermone notants ; 

Ille merum e plauſtro jattat pus, atqiie Tenenum 3 
Stultus utriſque labor ; nunquam hc te regula fallet, 
Ur Stylus, & cultus, fir ſplendidus, arque virilis, 
Lxviaque immanes commendent carmina fenſus. 
Si latrare ſatis, ft rodere dente canmo, 

Ou Satyrum mfami poteris dignoſcere {curra 3 

Aut tram ponas, aut diſſimulare memento, 

Inzitus videarts ad hanc deſcendere partem, 
Occultatiri ſpectem des crimma promens, 

Sic rem conficias tanquam iter vina jocoſus 

| Arbiter, alta ſedent ludentis vulnera dextrx. 

Sic ub1 Rivalem ſpernis, vel laude maliona 

Effers, impont probitas ſimulata puelle. 

Indroulſa comis bic h.eret laurea * watt 


Stiomate qui Bavium mwanſuro in ſecla notazit : 


Et Satyris propriis quandoque meretur hongrem. 


Pegaſus aſt humiles i ſe ſunmittit ad uſus 


Serpit humi, indignans, nec jam reminiſcitur alas, 


[ 15 ] 


Sa TY well writ has molt ſucceſsful proy'd, 


And cures, becaule the Remedy is low'd, 

'Tis hard to write on ſuch a Subje& more, 
Wichout repeating Things ſaid oft before. 

Some vulgar Errors only we remove, 

Thar ſtain a Beauty which ſo much we love. 

Of well choſe Words ſome take not care enough, 
And think they ſhould be as the Subje& rough ; 


This great Work muſt be more exactly made, 


And ſharpeſt Thoughts in ſmootheſt Words convey'd : 


Some think, it ſharp enough, they cannor fail, 
As if their only Buſineſs was to ral ; 

But human Frailty nicely to unfold, 

Diſtinguithes a Satyy from a Scold. 

Rage you muſt hide, and Prejudice lay down, 
A Satyr's Smule is ſharper than his Frown ; 

So, While you ſeem to ſlight ſome Rival Youth, 
Malice it ſelf may paſs ſometimes for Truth. 
The * Laureat here may juſtly claim our Praiſe, 
Crown'd by || Mac-Fleckno with immortal Bays ; 
Tho prais dand puniſh'd for anothers * Rhimes, 
His own deſerve as great Applaule "FEES Woe 
Burt once his Pegaſus has born dead Weight, 


Rid by ſome lumpiſh Miniſter of State. 


Here 


= _ — TY I A _ __ 
iS. omar i OF ID Wa ns 


* Vic. D —2. 


| A tanous Sa- 
tyrical Poem 
of his. 


* A Libel, for 
which he was 
both; applaud- 
el and wound- 
ed, tho mtire- 
ly tnnocent of 
the whole 
1attcr. 
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Jamque opus emenſos media plus parte uadrigas 
Siſte parrum ; major rerun tibi naſcitur ordo : 
Wt de Cancafet Tous ales vertice ſaxt, 

Site fames jubet, aut cali inclementia [edes 
Explorare novas, tepidumque mviſere Solem ; 
Lonoum wer, & penis luttantes coottat Auſtros, 
Meuturque oculis ſpatia, & circumſpicit alas 3 
Mx ubi propulerit vigor, © nova gloria cepti, 
Indionans terram repulit, jam jamque videri 
Deſiit, & nimbos ſuperans latet ethere toto : 
Si, impar licet, azgreditur Muſa aſpera diftu, 
Iiidiam * cathedris, odium motura Poets ; 

| Mllis ira modium ſupra eſt, Lefique venenum 
Morſubus inſpirant, fed quis ſuccenſeat equus 
Frananti audaces, dociles meliora monent1 : 

Vim ave & mnfans paulum adſis, diva, Theatris, 
Princapuo, weteres que pracepere Maziſtri 

Hr prrfona, locus, res, hora cohereat apte, 

Sunt h.vc nota ſatis, ſed, que infortunia Legum, 
)bſervata parum, ad communia ſcripta relego, 
Sat noſtros wix tacta alus monuiſſe Britannos. 


v1 Tiſum ut ſolus quid ſecum diſſerat ACtor, 


vt breve, fit graviter commoti ; ita flagitat uſus 
Communts vite ; noſter, cum deſit Achates, 


Arcans getit podio omni credere Jenſus 


LIT] 


Here reſt, my Muſe, ſuſpend thy Cares a while, 
A greater Enterpriſe attends thy Toil ; 
And as ſome Eagle that deſigns to fly 
Along unwonted Journey through the Sky, 
Conſiders all the dangerous way before, 
Over what Lands and Seas ſhe is to ſoar, 
Doxbts her own Strengrh o far, and juſtly fears 
Thar loiry Road of Airy Travellers ; 
Bur yer incited by ſome fair Deſign, 
That does her Hopes beyond her Fears incline, 
Prunes every Feather, views her {elf with Care, 
Atlaſt reſolved, ſhe cleaves the yielding Air, 
Away ſhe flies, ſo ſtrong, ſo high, o faſt, 
She lefjens to us, and is loft. atlaſt. 
So ( butroo weak for ſuch a weighty thing ) 
The Muſe inſpires a ſharper Note to ling ; 
And why ſhould Truth offend, when only told 
To guide the Janorant, and warn the Bold ? 
Onthen, my Muſe, adventrouſly engage 
To give Inſtructions that concern the Stage. 

The Unities of Action, Time, and Place, 
Which, if obſerved, give Px 4 rs ſo great a Grace, 
Are, tho but little . pra&tisd, too well known 
To be taught here, where we pretend alone 
From nicer Faults tro purge the preſent Age, 
Lels obvious Errors of the Engliſh Stage. 

Firſt then, Sor1toqQuits had need be few, 
Extremely ſhort, and ſpoke in Paſſion too; 


Our Lovers talking ro themſelves for want, 


Of others, make the Pit their Confidant ; 


F Nor 


Plays. 


* I —_— 
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Nec refert, f ſub ſpecte narrantis amuco, 
Fnarret nobis ; fluere ex re occaſto debet, | 
I{t tandem miſeros ctm Phadra fatetur Amores. 


Exultat bma pars juvenilibus uſque fieuris, 


Naturam ſpernunt, ſpernt Natura victim, 


2 ; ſrts pollens opibus, nihil mdio fuci : 
[71s locus oft cum triſtem hyemem, ſluviofque rapaces, 


hoes 4 Incum, & rivos, vel amana roſaria pings. 


Sed cm declamat ſummus dolor, ira perorat, 

In numcrum cantat ſpretus, moribundus mater, 
Oucn non hc lapidem moveant ? quam flebilis Heros, 
[iam exhalanti cut jam vacat efſe dilerto ? 

Ditta ſei m cymba jacit importuna Charonti. 

* 1urum m Colloquits cornicum lumina figunt. 

|| Tum vero ludit rabies, luctuſque cachinnat : 

Mique vices variant puert ſuper are canoro, 

Swe lubet magis ex compatta ſubere pluma, 


Illa w9lat, volitatque, wolat wolitatque per auras, 


Irque reditque v1am toties, ſtupet inlcia turba, 
Impubeſque manus, mirata volatile luber ; 

Mutua fic Tragict ludunt : quis talia ſpettans 
Temperet e plaulu ! fed quo v0s nome dicam 
Nature, ac ſans jpurati ſenſibus hoſtes ? 

? Fac, attor, rythro immoriare Trazedia bella eſt : 
Communis ſenstis cum fit [cintillula, mille 

Artibus ac miſerum liceat cum extundere vittum, 

ue werſant turix, ut mendica infamia wobis, 


Hr contempra fames placeat ? que plurima turba 


 Jenorant olet quanti drama, atque laboyss : 


Ir2mit felix, verborum flumme puro, 
Os, levit \cteres, aulam periþexit, e urbem, 
un & Naturz rimans penetralia ſenſus 


Frut arcangs, noVaque hinc miracula promit : ; 


Ile 
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Nor is the matter mended yet, if rhus 


They truſt a Friend, only to tell it us; 
Th occaſion ſhould. as naturally fall, 


As when || Bellario conteſles all. 


FicuRes of Speech, which Poets think (o fine, 


Art's needleſs Varniſh to make Nature ſhine, 

Are all but Paint upon a beauteous Face, 

And in Deſcriptions only claim a place. 

But to make Rare declaim, and Grief diſcourſe, 
From Lovers in deſpair fine things to force, 
Muſt needs ſucceed, for who can chuſe bur pity 
A djins Hero miſerably witty ? 

Bur, oh, che Dialogues, where jeſt, and mock 
|; held up like a Reſt ar Shirtle-cock! 

Orclle like Bells, eternally they chime, 

They fi2h in Simule, and die in Rhime. 

What Thinzs are theſe who would be, Poets chought, 
By Natrre not inſpir'd, nor Learnms taught : 
Some Wir they have, and therefore may deſerve 
A better Courſe than this by which they ſtarve: 
Bu: ro write Plays | why 'tis a bold prerence 
To Jud:ment, Breedmz, Wit and Eloquence ; 

Nay more; for they muſt look withinto find 


Thoſe ſecret Turns of Nature inthe mind ; 


Without 


9 In 4 gu go 
a Play o 
Beaumont and 
Fletcher. 
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J'te qnus 1>9C [.ctus ſubeat, {peretque repoicl, 
Invidiam ſpernat, Criticis medium exerat WIgHem, 


Ut rec te, ut pi oprie roget, ac reſpondeat Attor, 


©. Socratice ſole poterunt oſt en dere chart: 


Lantim non latuit Romam ars, vix cormta noſtris, 
Nequicquam obnixis witioſo ecmergerc {cclo, 

Fl tamin, «t patrie meritos folvamus Honovres, 
Duivit obſcuros tattm 7, par mobile Tre ſſus, 


ES. Sublimmes, quantum non noxia tempora tardant, 
Lata 
Inculugue hebetant mores, perituraque {nga : 


Feſſa tamen recreant alicnis pectora CUVIS, 


\. I || Craflo excutiant riſum lachrymaſque * Catoni. 


Noctuma hos werſate mane, verſate diuria, 


. 
” , 14% 1 
. ” i s 4s . 1 


Speclate interdum, ſeris levite mde lucernss, 

Ara peritt auro, turnidumque abſcindere foldo. 
FABULA contulerit multim meditata potenter, 

Illeft bac fols nomnunquam aulza manemus. 


| Stoica ſollicitam neu ludant ſomnia mentem, 


MOT PUN ICT - 

te 11-Ciury *þ * WP 2 . / / 
So” He tibt perfecte lapiens, fortiſve, boniſre, 
SQ T0100 G0- 


un 2:2} . 
kn cr Ponatur : laudi eft Picture, ſive Poeſi, 
nvvimnlipen- 

*111i0} 


.-** Natur.e neſcire modum ? facit ille Gigantem, 


Ren 
Non hominem, :2notum terris, © amabile monſtrum, 
De b« hi 4 'd *+ 
Denzque tale nhil peperit Natura ſubeſſe 


C:{pam opus eſt: ut ne immerito cecidiſſe feratur, 
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Wichout this part in vain would be the whole, 


And but a Body all without a Soul : 

All chis rogerher yet is but a part 

Of Dialogue, that great and powerful Art, 
Now almoſt loſt, which the old Grecians knew 


p 


From whence the Romans fainter Copies drew, 


» x.” fb.” 


Scarce comprehended fince but by a few : 
Pluto and Lucian are the beſt Remains 

Of all the Wonders which this Art contains ; 
Yet to our ſclves we Juſtice muſt allovz, 

Shakr{pear and Fletcher are the Wonders now : 
Conl1der them, and read them o'er and o'er, 

Go ſee them play'd, then read them as before, 

For tho in many things they grolly fail, 

Over our Paſſions ſtill they lo prevail, 

Thar our own Griet by theirs is rock'd aflecp, 
The Dull are forc'dto feel, the wiſe ro weep. 

Their Beauties imitate, avoid their Faults; 

Firſt on a Plot employ thy careful Thoughts; 

Turn it with time a thouſand ſeveral Ways, 

This oft alone has given ſucceſs to Plays : 

Reject that eulvar Error which appears 

0 fair, of making perfect Characters ; 

There's no ſuch thing in Nature, and youll draw 
'\ faultleſs Monſter, which the World neer ſaw ; 


Some Faults muſt be, that his Misfortunes dreiv, 


butluch as may deſerve Compaſſion too. 
; 'S Behde: 


itt 


E231 


nl g Sed laplus, venid, © lachrymis, digniſſimuus, Heros. 
Nec /atis eſt tota ut refto ſtet Fabula talo, 
LF * Sci ſcene tener.e fua Fabula : divitis Fdortt 
Auonificam exornat © [ut area queque fizuram. 
Mult; & in parcis labor eft ; circumſpice partes, 
( 11qre VOPONE [1124s VEneres, M 1mazine prima 
It cults ſirnat weſtigia creta futurt, 
Nec te paniteat modulum diffmgere, 1 res 
Snadet, pars opere eft non parva litura Poetis. 
; PEE. |! Sofliciti plures dicendi ubi lumina ponant , 
( Purprrcos lingo collectos tempore pannos, ) 
Perlonts fact Tim, convententia mittunt, 
Facunde abſurdi ; te conſule ſedulus ipſum, 
Ouis ſenſus foret m parili tibi forte jacenti : 
Ousd petis, incus babes, fecundum concute pettus. 


* Pe A'tor; __ , | 
Loma! PT Sit limatalicet tenuem comadia ad wnguem, 


Non tamen hic operum fuus ; ſ.epe artor agetur 
The, docendus utt geſtum addat ſenſibus aptim 
01 piget ad tennes animum ſubmittere curas, 


| Imnuria moenuos oecadent Subila Vates. 
17 208 | $1 197.4 difficult perſona addenda Theatro, 
Oe 1-11 NOM HUGO efmTas * Criſpinzm, ac ſamulator 11 arctum 
» Defias, ales proſtrata cadavera ſpernit 
| met. £ Nobilis, mſultat feralt carmine bubo. 
= Vulrarc ſt Monſtrum deriſor meptus meptt. 
[rim ut apes pictts m ſaltibus onnia libant, 


v 


Meul inde, hinc ceras, & miſcent utile dulct : 


Perſonam ex multis ſic texas ſedulus unam, 
( Fjt jeges ampla ſatis, vatie> reſponder avaro: ) 
* Fert paimam hic, ſenſa ut promam liberrima , T Males, 


H-!!u9, vanus, adrlator, comes uſque facetus. 


{9 14udet eques, VICIES repetitus amatur, 


Fix anteatta parem, tix poſtera proferet «tas, 
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Befides the main Deſign compoſed with Arr, 


Each moving Scene muſt be a Plot apart ; 

Contrive each little tw, mark every place, 

As Painters firſt chalk our the future Face; 

Yer be not fondly your own Slave tor this, 

But change hereafrer what appears amiſs. 
Think not ſo much where ſhining Thoughts to place, 

As what a Man would ſay in ſuch a Caſe. 

Neicher in Comedy will this ſuffice, 

The Player roo mult be before your Eyes, 

And tho 'tis Drudgery to ſtoop ſo low, 

To him you muſt your urmoſt meaning ſhow. 
Expoſe no ſingle Fop, bur lay the Load 

More equally, and ſpread the Folly broad ; 

The other way is vulgar, oft we ſec 

A Fool derided by as bad as he ; 

Hawks fly at nobler Game ; in this low way, 

A very Owl may prove a Bird of Prey : 


1!l Poers ſo will one poor Fop devour ; 


» #, 
But to colle&, like Bees from every Flower, 
Ingredients to compoſe that precious Juice, 
Which ſerves the World for Pleaſure and for «ſe, 
[n ſpight of Faction this would Favour get : 
But || Falſtaff | : nicabl | An admira- 
7 ble Chara-cte 
ut || Falſtaff ſeems unimitable yer. wt fe 
Shakeſpear 5. 
Another 


—_ —_—— oO TO TOI "EE IEF FIRY gr 


©Ta8" 
: © 


| Vodus dicte- 
ris adnbcn- 
Gus. 


linago! ridicu- 
1: Tragedy 
IECCNTICTIS, 
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Spe & fic vena rapitur torrente Poeta, 

Jivenu wt faruas perſonas flumen inundet: 

Ruſticus Urbani ſpeciem fert, ſervus, honelt!, 

No ſua dicta crepat, ſubiroque mt 1umme plenus 

Morio quiſque ſapit : niſi quadrant dita loquentis 

Perſon.e, riſum moveas mihi forte, fed ipſe 

Rideris, Scriptor : cura ipsa enaſcitur error, 

| Cum ſalibus nimins laſſas onerantibus aures, 

Sedulitate urger, movet ac faſtidia wates : 

Exprimat ut mores caput eſt, tum demde Lepores : 

Hinc inde inſpergat, cum lumine miſceat umbram. 
Sed quia quos fugiunt preecepta, exempla movebunt, 

Ecce brevi m tabula, ne poſtera neſciat «tas, 

Ora habitiſque virim, noftris que forma poetis : 

lnverlos ſenſus, Scene ac portcnta videre eſt. 

Lampades ut primmm accenſ.e, ac aulea recediunt, 

O013,0quns 'on2100 placido ſermone perorat, 

Et tenut eventus cunfos examine librat : 

Conticu ſunul is candem (que cura decoris ) 

Ad litui ſonitum fugitans inducitur heros : 

Obvius bic Nymphe ( miranda potentia fati!.) 

Deperit intuitu primo, raſiſque dolorem 

Anctitheris probat, &* turbati peftoris #ſtus, 

C11 ſubito infelix caſus doulſi Amantes, 


. . | 0 . | 
1ynotus nobis, ( (cit vates omnia ) folus, 
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Another Fault which often does betall, 


Is when the Wir of ſome great Poet ſhall 
So overflow, that is, be none at all, 

That all his Fools ſpeak Sence, as if reſt, 
And each by Tafpiration breaks his [eſt ; 

[f once the Juſtneſs of cach part be loſt, 

Well we may laugh, bur at che Poets Colt. 
That filly ching, Mica call Sheer-IWit, avoid, 
Wich which our Age ſo nauſcouſly is cloy'd , 
Humour 1s all, Wit ſhould he only brought 
To turn agreeably {ome proper Thought. : 


Bur {1nce the Poets we of late have known; | 


Shine in no Dreſs ſo much as in their own, - © 0 11 14510, 


The better by Example to convince] © 00 22. 


Caſt bur & View on this wrong /ide' of Seng? © > « WING 


_ BE 
99, 1 55. 19 neg 


Firſt a Soliloquy is calwl'made; | 


Where every Reaſon is exatthy wet ghd; ng 7 


CU wnanl es vg: HO? 082A) ts 


Which once perform'd, moſt opportunely 
- 


on ren Bot aiegn\ . | 


A Hero frighted at the Noiſcof Drums | 
' her ſweet lake, whoi ©; #h, yh 


4 


bnjorey 


nt all in Metaphor his pation, pe. #2 *26 cinHo' | 
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Anur, Zeiotypos concepit protinus 12Nes : 
Ax ( ut Rivali placeat) juvat ire ſub umbras. 
Sed prints © Clos &+ conſcia Sydera teſtans, 
Abſenti Nymphee flammas longo ordine narrat : 
Rivalique ſuos moriens commendat Amoares. 
Cim (monitu Jovis ) ille ſuperventt, © grave telum 
Serd inhibet, caſque animum perculſus acerbo, 
Inzidet ignoto tam pulchre mortis Honorem 3 
 Continu incenſus fumantem corrripit enſem, 
Nozullum flectet Genitor, dulce/que Hymenzi, 
Nec moritura ſuper crudeli funere Virgo, 
vin, Heroo iftu, media inter viſcera condat, 
Vicit Amor Lethi, plauſtilque immenſa cupids. 
Fortunati ambo! 
Vuxnam hec monſtra putem, non his opus bumida laurms, 
Sulphura cum tedis, dira ut portenta pientur ? 
Candidus hec ubi commonut, quidam mfit meptus, 
Object. Deperit fic Veteres, nos noſtraque lividus odit : 
( vic Spectatores luimus delicta Poetz. ) 
Re7 onl 1un' vitio affeftum potes bunc mihi vertere * refte 


Judicium tota cum de ratione Theatri 

Vix niſi ſana ferat, ſtudio, invidiaque remota, 
Poſteritas ? oculos nam que menteſque morantur, 
Saltator, cultus peregrinus, machina preceps, 
[ralici cantus, puerilis noenia rythmi, 

( bnbecilla nimis ruituri fulcra Theatri ) 
Langueſcunt quid apud ſeros walitura nepotes ? 
.Luondam etiam illuſis redit in precordia ſenſus. 


Jam 


bÞ - 3 


le ſtreight grows jealous, yet we know not why, 


And to oblige his Rival, needs will de , 
Bur firſt he makes a Speech, wherein he tells 
The abJent Nymph how much his Flame excels, 
And yet bequeaths her generouſly now 
To that dear Rival whom he does not know, 
Who ſtreighe appears ( but who can Fate withſtand? ) 
Too late alasto hold his haſty Hand, 
That juſt has giv'n himlſelt the cruel Stroke, 
At which this very Strangers Heart is broke ; 
He more to his new Friend than Miſtreſs kind, 
Moſt ſadly mourns at being left behind, 
Of ſuch a Death prefers the pleaſing Charms 
To Love, and living in a Lady's Arms. 
How ſhameful, and wh monſtrous things are theſe? 
And then they rail atthoſe they cannot pleaſe, 


Conclude us only partial for the Dead, 


And grudge the Sign of old Ben. Jobnſon's Head ; £ 
When the intrinſick Value of the Stage 

Can ſcarce be judg'd bur by a following Age ;, 
For Dances, Flutes, Italian Songs, and Rhime 

May keep up ſo1king Nonſenſe for a time. 

But that may fail, which now ſo much o'er-rules, 


{nd Sence no longer will ſubmit to Fools, 
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Jam tandem Aonit prerupta per ardua mont!s 


7D3 
Acrinm laſſo quvat inſediſſe cacumen. 
/ Serreti hic Epict Divim potumtur honore, 
Luttanteſque infra tranquillo luwmine rident, 
OQuis dubitet cunttas Epico quin carmme vIYeS 
Excrat, ingenio metas firatque ſupremas, 
Rerum ſanta Parens, cum poſt tentamina mille, 
Imumeros niſus poſt temporss mfuutt, 
dorm & J/ix tandenh ediderit binos ? ſacer horror m ipſ1s 
; Nominibus, neque enim eſt ea fas proferre propa 
Quantum Atlas nanum tranſcendit corpore, quanto 
Delirus faptente relmqutur mtervallo. 
Tantum mter cunctos extat par noble # vs Aires 2 
Fama ambir, Favor, ac plauſus comitailtkr comes. 
Forte & mn aterna jacuſſent ſecula note 
Inſaa qua frerent arte hac miracula, wvaſtas 
Indus utt pelazo ſbectans mare carmas, 


* Cravcus Gal- $4 4674 F*. Boſlutius ſacros penetrare receſſus 
cus celeb:rr:- 
21s 


Anſus, qui numeri, pandens, quis carminis ordo, 
Uni: parentur opes, & qua virtute ſnbafto 
Y/17ma iſa ſolo caput inter nubila condant. 
-- 


rt aliquis Divim, noſtro qui conſulit £99; 


7 Vs OY SLSR on Sas, v 1968. 
tr Labyiumncos texit vestigia frexus, 
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By painiul Steps we are at laſt got up 
Parnaſſus Hill, on whoſe bright Airy Top 
The Epick Ports ſo divinely ſhow, 
And with Juſt Pride behold the reſt below. 
Heroick Poems have a jult pretence 
To be the urmolt reach of human Sence, 
A Work of ſuch incſtimable Worth, 
There are but two the World hs yer brought forth, 
Homer, and Virgil : with what awtul found 
Do thole meer woras the Ears of Poets wound ' 
Juſt as a Chanzelms leems below the reſt 
Of Men, or rather is a two-legg'd Beaſt, 
So thele Gizantick Souls amaz'd we find 
As rauch above the reſt of human kind. 
Natures whole ſtrength awted! endleſs Fame, 
And univerſal Shouts attend their Name. 
Read Homer once, and you can read no more, 
For a1! things clle appear fo dull and poor, 
Perfe will tcern Proſe, yer often on him look, 
Anu you will hardi y need another Book. 
(i * Boſſu never writ, the World had ſtill, fs 6 wc 
if ke Tadans, view'd this wondrous Piece of Skill,” "T 
As ſome ting of Divine the Work admired, 
Not oped to be Iiftrutted, but Jaſpured ; 
ur te dilclofing ſacred Myſteries, 
tl lhewn whereall the mighty Mavick lies, 
D-ſcrib'd the Syzeds, and in what order ſown, 
That have to ſuch a vaſt proportion grown; 
Sucirom lome Aurel he the Secret knew, 


\ 19through this Labyrinth has given the Clue! 
[ But 


Epick Poetry. 


way rs —__—_— - cw 


" 
&. 
Py Y 


* Coulctus. 


|, M:i!tonus 


+ Tat. 
® SeNCETUS. 


[ 30 | 


Strata wia eft, nemon' carpit diice, & auſpice tanto ? 
Puid jucat Helperidum hew! dives proſpectus m bortos, 
Si wetitim, ut f:cros, negue mens decerpere fruftus ! 
Duis cuncta;, cm felix; CON, Ur artes ? 

Ouis rationem, audax caute, ſuperecvrat ipſar, 


Zthereumque rezit cert moderarime curſun 2 


Tudicium invents quis miſctit arte Maronis, 


Nuſquam deficiens, nullijue im parts redundans ? 
{ui conferre poteſt quod non * Dayideidos ardor, 
| Primevi ant melius cecinit qui fata Parentis, 

+ Vel Solymas captas, ® vel qui c:\chrawvit Eliſam, 


Incipiat, fed plura manent, que viribus iſtis, 


Et tenut vena nos ut majora,tacemus. 


FINAIS. 


Lig] 


But what, alas, avails it poor Mankind 


To ce this promiſed Land, yet ſtay behir 1? 

The Way is ſhewn, but who has Strength tO 80 ? 
Who can all Sciences exaRtly know 2 

Whoſe Fancy flies beyond weak Reaſor's Sight, 

And yet has Judzment to dire it richt ? 

Whoſe juſt Dilcernment, Firgil-like, is ſuch, 

Never to {ay too little, or too much 2 

Lerſuch a Man begia wichour delay, 

Bur he mult do much more than can ſay, 

Mult above Cowley, nay and Milton too prevail, 


Succeed where great Torquato, and our greater Spencer fail. 
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